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It is my privilege to write to you every now
and then – and on this occasion to send
you all best wishes for the Christmas
season from all of us in Herstmonceux
who have had the opportunity to offer
support to our community across such a
difficult year.

CLERK’S CORNER
Dear all, what a year! Much of it has
been difficult for many of us and
in varying ways, but this has also
been a year when the importance of
communities pulling together has been
reinforced over and over again; new
friendships have been formed and
resilience has shone through. Well done
to us all.

Hard to imagine it is December already!
– although for some it will seem so very
long since things were ‘normal’. We
can all see signs of hope now, and we
must remember to take with us into that
future the sense of neighbourliness and
community which has bloomed in the
village.

Whilst COVID has more or less run the
show for us all since March, the Parish
Council has managed to continue with
business, albeit not quite as normal!
Jamie has continued to keep the village
in very good shape and we welcome
Maxine, our new Admin Assistant who
has thoroughly enjoyed her first month
and is looking forward to meeting more
of you once life settles down.

That special feeling of togetherness in
Herstmonceux is wonderfully illustrated
with the updates and greetings on the
next page. They were a joy to assemble
and thanks to everyone who has
contributed.
Please be assured there is still a
wonderful team of volunteers more
than happy to lend a hand when you
need us. Just call us on 07934 712707
and leave a message – and Santa’s
little helpers will be on the case!
Happy Christmas, Pippa and the team

May

April

Keep warm and well this Christmas and
New Year, enjoy the reassurance of the
twinkling lights in windows and gardens
– that however difficult life can be, there
is always light to follow the darkness.
Clare the Clerk
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SEASON’ GREETINGS
The Windmill at Windmill Hill

So disappointing not to have been able to
open to the public this year but we already
have the windmill clean, safe and ready for
visitors in 2021 so look forward to
welcoming you then!
Sally Dickinson

Local businesses

We have too many wonderful local
businesses large and small to include here.
So simply and loudly we say well done and
thank you to all of them who have pushed
on through such a tough year and continued
to be a vital part of our community. We wish
them all well for Christmas and the New Year.

HATS

Over both lockdowns HATS have been
active with a daily newsletter on Facebook
and quizzes on Zoom. We’re rehearsing
our pantomime Aladdin – on Zoom when
required! – ready to put it on in the New Year,
hopefully February. HATS will be carol singing
around the village on Wed 23rd December,
6.00-8.00pm, no collecting or knocking on
doors but do please come out and enjoy in a
socially distanced way!
Happy Christmas!
Sue Stewart – Secretary HATS

Herstmonceux Bowls Club

Herstmonceux Bowls Club sends good
wishes to everyone for a happy Christmas
and we look forward to meeting up again in
Spring 2021.

Herstmonceux Integrated
Health Practice
Merry Christmas and all our best
wishes for a Happy and Healthy
New Year.

From all the Doctors, Nurses and
other staff at the Surgery

Lynne and Tai Chi friends
would like to send everyone
best wishes for Christmas and a
happy New Year.

Carol Lowin

The Pharmacy

I hope everyone reading this will take some time to reflect upon this year over the Christmas break. Of
course, all of us at the pharmacy wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a healthy 2021, but we would
also like to offer you something to perhaps start those reflections.
Wintering Out is an expression lent to us from the rugged landscape of Derry, Northern Ireland, prompted
by cattle huddled in the cold rain waiting for the weather to break. Seamus Heaney used it as the title of
his third collection of poems. As this year draws to a conclusion and we begin to see light at the end of
the pandemic tunnel, it is more than ever a time to remain vigilant and to stay safe.
As Heaney so beautifully wrote: if we winter this one out, we may summer anywhere.
Ian Wilkinson

Knit and Sitch
Happy Christmas
from us all!

Ray and Sheldon
On behalf of the
committee I send
our wishes for a
happy Christmas and
hopefully a happier
New Year. We will
not be resuming
our meetings until
Spring but wish you
all well until then.
Anne Kenward.

The Mega explorers and
Sunday group
Happy Christmas from
all the children.

The Lunch Club

The Committee of the Herstmonceux Lunch Club would like to wish all
its Members and Helpers a safe and healthy Christmas and New Year.
It seems an age since our happy gatherings, but hopefully we’ll be
back soon. Please keep well all.
Sandy Smith (Treasurer)

From the Chairman of the Parish Council

This difficult year has shown how lucky we all are to live in
Herstmonceux. The Parish Council has operated its Emergency Plan
to provide support to parishioners and also been able to progress
improvements to the Recreation Ground Car Park and the young
children’s play area. Local businesses have been exceptional, staying
open wherever possible and assisting parishioners. Residents are
helpful and courteous to each other whilst out walking or in the
shops. The Parish Council thanks all of you for your efforts which have
helped keep local infection rates low. 		
Ian Stewart

Hello from the Tiddlers and Toddlers team!

Vitality Villages

Vitality Villages sends good wishes to everyone for a
happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year after a
very challenging 2020. The allotment, Men’s Shed and
Walking Group will continue in January 2021; the coffee
morning and singers await the benefits of the vaccine
programme to meet again in the spring.
Please contact me on 01323 833306 for more.
Janet McInnes

So sorry not to be meeting at the moment, we know from experience how much kids, and parents, love to get together! We will be
back don’t worry, so look out for updates on Facebook! For now Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Take care all. Liz Ford xxx

SEASON’ GREETINGS
1st Wartling Brownies

A very Merry Christmas from all at 1st Wartling
Brownies!!! I am so looking forward to
welcoming back all our girls and can’t wait
to re-start Brownies adventures in 2021 with
friends old and new!!
Love Karolyn AKA Brown Owl

Herstmonceux
Cricket Club

We played only a very small
amount of cricket this season
and use of the winter nets
awaits the sports centre
Risk Assessment. But recent
important good news is the
reversal of the decision
by Sussex League to stop
offering teas! – (probably
after such furious publicity)

1st Herstmonceux Scouts

A very Merry Christmas to all. It’s been
a varied year for us, but in true scouting
fashion we have smiled and whistled all the
way and even managed three ‘camps’ in our
own gardens!
We’re aiming to be out collecting Christmas
trees again in the New Year.
See you then!
Jen Hortop Scout Leader

We look forward to seeing
everyone in 2021.
Alex Lazell

Hi Everyone from your local Church
of England

We’ve been meeting in person for over half
the year, the rest of the time more virtually
– and are delighted to have some new
members! Please let me know of anything
we can do for you, and pray for all in the
community and beyond. Do join us this
December at one of our 17 services detailed
in the Parish magazine/website/notice
boards.
May God bless you one and all this
Christmas time
Reverend Richard Steven

Herstmonceux
Primary School

Merry Christmas from all
our children and staff.
We hope you enjoy the
cards!
Sabrina Simmons

Hailsham foodbank

Thanks to all residents for
support with food and monetary
gifts this year. The need for our
service since April has doubled
so each and every donation is
valued. Do follow us on social
media for our most up to date
needs. Wishing everyone a very
happy Christmas.
Julie and the Hailsham team.

Christmas Greetings from
Herstmonceux Free Church!

What a year! Please know that this community
is in our prayers, and we pray you will all have
a blessed, safe, and peaceful Christmas time.
We meet currently on Zoom to include
everyone we can. And we’d love to invite you
all to our Carol Service, at 4pm on Sunday
the 20th of December, probably online too –
details on our website:
www.herstmonceuxfreechurch.org.uk
Any questions, do ring Sylvia on
07909644762.
Take care and God bless.
Liz Ford

Herstmonceux
Community
Facebook Page

Wishing all of Herstmonceux
a Merry Christmas from your
community Facebook page.

“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6.

The WI
The VIC

The Village Information Centre (the VIC) at
The Old Forge in the village centre offers
great information and advice plus a meeting
room, photocopier etc. We’re open again
so do make use of our very safely offered
resources and we plan to develop our
services next year so would love to hear your
ideas. From all at the VIC
To brighten up the New Year we plan to start
holding Games Afternoons!
Call me to register your interest please –
cards, scrabble, draughts, dominoes – the list
is endless! Alison 07765 425419

The Cowbeech
Bonfire Society

A frustrating year for our Society
as for many, but we were still
able to get donations out to
many local charities in April.
The Merrie Harriers’ garden felt
very quiet in August with no Dig
for Victory and the Bonfire field
empty in late October too. But
don’t worry – we’ll be back in
2021 and until then a happy and
healthy Christmas to all.
Mick Goodsell Chairman

The committee has been meeting virtually
and sending out a monthly newsletter to
cheer members up. It is hard to get motivated
after being away from people for so long,
but let’s all keep positive and look forward
to 2021 with a full programme of speakers
lined up, virtually if necessary, and we’d love
to welcome new members – just contact
Philippa on secretaryherstmonceuxwi@
gmail.com or 01323833173.
Keep safe and have a joyous Christmas
with lots of positivity for 2021.
Trudy Gower president H.X.W.I.

Back in March, as the country entered
lockdown, the Herstmonceux Castle
gardens, in an apparent act of defiance,
produced a stunning display of tulips!
There were sadly no visitors to view
them, but they didn’t go to waste. More
than 2000 were cut and delivered to
local keyworker organisations and
those who were shielding. The Gardens
and Grounds reopened in June, and
proved a popular destination, especially
for families looking for a safe and
picturesque environment. As always,
well behaved dogs welcomed! The
Castle is also an academic centre and
September should have seen students

back with us, but sadly all learning is
online and students will not return until
at least May 2021.

PATIENT LINK GROUP

FIRE SAFETY AT CHRISTMAS

Hello from Herstmonceux Integrative
Health Centre (HIHC) Patient Link Group
(PLG)

Christmas dinner, wrapping presents
and decorating your home – the extra
distractions of Christmas make it
especially important to be vigilant with
fire safety. Ensure you have a working
smoke alarm installed on all levels. It
can give you vital time to escape in a
fire. Test alarms regularly and never
remove batteries to power presents!
Never leave cooking unattended.
The kitchen is a high-risk area. Avoid
cooking under the influence of alcohol
and always turn off appliances when
you have finished.

The Gardens and Grounds reopen to
the public on Saturday 13 February,
subject to latest guidance. Put the date
in your diary! Local residents can buy
a discounted season ticket – an ideal
Christmas gift.
www.herstmonceux-castle.com
Next door the Observatory Science
Centre reopened for a couple of weeks
in August prior to the school term.
Visitor numbers were strictly controlled
and some exhibits removed/activities

reduced, but everyone was delighted,
with very positive feedback and support
from visitors. 2020 marked the 25th
anniversary of the Science Centre but
with many events cancelled it is hoped
celebrations will continue next year.
The Centre is looking at ways of hosting
its popular Stargazing Evenings within
safety guidelines. For updates and
reopening plans, please go to
www.the-observatory.org
And do support these national treasures
on our doorstep.
Alan McInnes
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A welcome chance to introduce myself
as chair of our Patient Link Group, part
of your local GP practice.

We are always looking for new members
to help support and input into the
Practice’s operations. To join us, or if
you have any questions/suggestions do
email/phone me, Lynn Bowman:
plg.hmxihc@nhs.net / 07555538276
I’d love to connect with you, preferably
over a coffee – Covid permitting!
We would like to wish you all a Happy
Christmas with a more promising 2021
to look forward to. Lynn

To reduce risk to you and your family
we are carrying out Telephone Risk
Assessments to talk about the fire risk
in your home, offer fire safety advice,
and explain an ‘escape plan’ and how
safety checks as part of a bedtime
routine can help keep you safe. Call on
0800 177 7069 and after the call we

https://www.esfrs.org/your-safety/
safer-homes/
We hope you all have a lovely safe
Christmas. With best wishes from all at
East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service.

Newsletter designed by sam.@cupcreative.co.uk

The Group is made up of regular
patients who give the Health Centre a
‘Patients’ Voice’ putting forward ideas
and questions from the patient’s angle.

will follow up with further information
and/or post you smoke alarms to fit
yourself. If the risk is high and no one
there can fit an alarm we will take
protective precautions and fit one for
you. Fire retardant safety bedding can
also be delivered, making homes safer.
We have lots of general advice and
Christmas tips on keeping safe at home
on our website.

