
It’s December and the passing of the 
seasons gives me a welcome chance 
to write again to wish all of you in the 
village Season’s Greetings. 
 
This time last year things were not as 
good as we hoped after such a difficult 
2020. Sadly the same could be said 
this year, but there have been some 
‘wins’ for sure. The vaccinated have 
found reassurance in their increased 
protection from serious illness and for 
many life has nearly returned to normal. 
However for very many of us this is a 
‘new normal’ where we still feel keenly 
the diminution of regular contacts and 
social life. There are laughs and smiles 
to be found, but we have to look harder.  
So how lucky we are to find ourselves 
in Herstmonceux where the community 
has a deep well of resilience and 
kindness on which we can all draw. 
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Dedicated helpline: 
07934 712 707
Do leave a message if your call is 
not answered immediately – all calls 
welcome.

Also to note for this time of year! 
The Utility companies keep a Priority 
Services register which will assist 
vulnerable clients in an emergency. 
This is a good idea. Have a look 
online if you can, or call us on this 
number here and we can help. 
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VOLUNTEERS

CLERK’S CORNER 
I can’t quite believe that’s the end of 
another year, it is true that time flies 
much faster as you get older! 
The Parish Council has continued busy 
over the last 12 months, day to day 
managing and making improvements 
to our local services and facilities, with 
lots more planned for next year. A big 
thank you to our contractors who have 
kept working throughout to keep our 
roadside verges and hedges trimmed, 
our green spaces mowed. A huge 
thank you also to the local Truggers 
footpaths group for all the time they 
give to improving the accessibility of our 
parish footpath network, and to all our 
litter pickers – un-sung heroes of the 
parish! Jamie’s wildflower display along 
the new footpath at the rec was a joy to 

behold, and spring time bulbs have now 
been planted too. Do visit the Rec in 
2022 and enjoy this display of nature’s 
finest. 
We were delighted to get some of our 
older residents together at a Village Tea 
Party recently – a lovely way to mark the 
beginning of the end of this year. It was 
wonderful to see so many of you and 
catch up on your news… and of course 
the fabulous array of cakes and Rosie’s 
singing made it a really special event 
which we hope to repeat.
My very good wishes for Christmastide, 
and health and happiness for the year 
ahead. 

Clare the Clerk

If you felt lonely and isolated before 
Covid, then you will certainly have 
been hit hard over this difficult time, 
but keep strong even as the news once 
more gives cause for concern. We shall 
find a way through and for now enjoy 
the messages of good cheer from all 
the organisations large and small who 
thrive in our midst. Don’t be nervous 
about reaching out to them and joining 
in as better times come next year. 
Never easy I know, but a warm welcome 
awaits.

Thanks to all who have contributed 
to this newsletter and helped deliver 
it. You are all great examples of the 
community we are lucky to belong to. 
Let’s hope we can make the most of it 
in 2022!

Pippa and the team
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Herstmonceux Integrative Health Centre
Whilst we are all holding our breath hoping for a Christmas we can celebrate 
with friends and family, our staff wish you all a healthy Christmas and a positive 
New Year.

Thank you for all the kind words and treats (gratefully received when working 
the late afternoon shifts) thanking the staff for staying open through the 
pandemic and running the vaccination programme. We have so appreciated 
this.

Katy and I would like to say a huge thank you to all our staff this year, another 
year of surprises in which the team have had to adapt daily to an ever changing 
landscape. Staff who have been on their own covid journey are now back to 
health, and thank you to our new admin staff for hitting the ground running. 
We are hoping that 2022 will take us forward to normality and stability within 
General Practice, with some new roles appearing within the practice, roles 
whose aim is to give individual support to patients.

A thank you also to our Patient Link Group, ever in the background supporting 
the practice, creating newsletters and being the patients’ voice.  
It was them in the hi-viz jackets managing the 
car parks in the rain during the Covid clinics!! 
The booster programme will continue to run into 
2022, we will contact all the patients eligible as 
per NHS guidelines.

With our best wishes

All at Herstmonceux Integrative Health Centre

The Herstmonceux Lunch Club
The Lunch Club sends best wishes for a Happy Christmas and peaceful New 
Year to all its members. If you would like to join us, lunches start again at 
12.15 pm on Monday 10 January 2022 in the main hall in Herstmonceux 
Village Hall. A delicious, home-cooked two course lunch, with soft drink and 
tea/coffee is only £6.50. Lunches will then be held on the second 
Monday of every month. Contact Sandy Smith on 01323 670172 for 
information. Sandy Smith (Treasurer)

Hello from the Tiddlers and Toddlers team! 
We have been so glad to get back into Tiddlers this year, and it’s been great to see the kids having such a lovely time. 
We’ve loved welcoming back old faces, and meeting new ones too. A highlights has been re-introducing cups of tea for 
our Mums, Dads, and Carers – we all need a bit of looking after sometimes! We wish you all a very Merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year! Take care all, Liz Ford xxx

Herstmonceux Bowls Club
Happy Christmas to all our members and  
we look forward to meeting up again in 
Spring 2022. Carol Lowin

Lynne and Tai Chi friends  
Happy Christmas all!

Knit & Stitch and Faith Matters
May we wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

Ray and Sheldon
Happy Christmas to all our 
members. We welcome you 
and any new members to our 
meetings which will be held on 
the second and fourth Fridays 
of each month, with a very 
interesting programme planned 
for next year.

Anne Kenward.

HATS
2021 hasn’t been the easiest of years for 
Amateur Dramatics but we finished the year 
on a high, with the future looking bright 
for us. Thanks everyone for your support 
for ‘Me and My Girl’, a brilliantly performed 
show which lifted the hearts of everyone 
who managed to see it. Young HATs are now 
rehearsing for ‘Matilda’ (24-26 March 2022) 
with a very keen cast! And to end the year 
we will be carol singing around the village on 
Wednesday 22 December leaving the Village 
Hall at 6.00 pm.               Sue Stewart – HATS

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

From the Chair of Herstmonceux 
Parish Council
The Herstmonceux community has continued 
to excel in coping with the ongoing situation 
it finds itself in, supporting and assisting 
with the needs of those in our parish who 
are less able to cope.  We are very fortunate 
to have such a strong feeling of ‘community 
spirit’ and for me as Chair of the Parish 
Council this is very heartwarming.  The Parish 
Council would like to thank all of those who 
make it a great place to live and work in.  
We look forward to an exciting future with 
progress on the many projects people are 
working so hard  on.  

Thank you! Jenny Alder

Herstmonceux Cricket Club 
We wish everyone a very Happy 
Christmastime. The New cricket 
Year starts on 28 January with 
Winter Training for all ages at 
Battle Sports Centre. For Junior 
Training contact Paul Walker Paul.
walker7@sky.com, Seniors Alan 
Smith a.smith117@sky.com. We again have 
three teams for the coming season so if you 
haven’t played for a while or are looking for 
a fitness opportunity, cricket is a great way 
to meet people, keep fit and have fun. Lots 
of volunteer opportunities too – ground 
maintenance, umpiring, scoring or tea 
provisions. To find out more, please contact 
Alan Smith

1st Wartling Brownies
Happy Christmas to all and a 
happy and healthy New Year to 
everyone. We’re really looking 
forward to a full programme of  
events in 2022.

Karolyn Richardson – Brown Owl

Herstmonceux Beavers,  
Cubs and Scouts
1st Herstmonceux Scout Group have 
had a brilliant term with all three 
sections back and improvements 
to our site supported by local 
businesses. We have a brilliant 
new Cub leadership team and 
more parent helpers too. There are waiting 
lists for all our sections, only limited by the 
number of adult helpers, so if you want to 
get involved in any aspect of the group, we 
are still looking for committee members, 
fundraisers, and leaders. Do get in touch!

Jen Hortop Scout Leader

The Cowbeech  
Bonfire Society 
Charitable Trust
Christmas Greetings from all 
of us at the Cowbeech Bonfire 
Society Charitable Trust. We 
are hoping for a full schedule 
of events next year allowing us 
to again start raising money 
for our many deserving local 
good causes. Keep up with our 
events via our Facebook page: 
Cowbeech-Bonfire-Society-
Charitable-Trust

Herstmonceux WI
Best wishes for a Happy Christmas and 
we look forward to meeting everyone in 
2022. Our January meeting will be held at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 19 January 2022 in 
Herstmonceux Village Hall with guest speaker 
is Melinda Stone, talking about The Women 
of Herstmonceux Castle. If you are not a 
member but wish to join us, contact Philippa 
on secretaryherstmonceuxwi@gmail.com 

Trudy Gower president H.X.W.I.

Herstmonceux Primary 
School 
Merry Christmas from 
all the children and 
staff. We hope you 
enjoy the Cards again 
this year!

Herstmonceux Community  
Facebook Page
Happy Christmas!

Local businesses
Thanks again from all of us – you 
continue to do us proud! Happy 
Christmas

Hi Everyone from your local Church 
of England 
It has been another very rocky year around 
our world but at least here recently we 
haven’t had to face any severe lockdowns 
thanks to the miracle of the vaccines. The 
backlog of weddings has cleared in our 
churches, our services, with masks being 
worn, are thankfully happening in a fairly 
normal way, and now Christmas is nearly 
upon us. I am a Cliff Richard fan and he said 
recently “Christmas for me means that Love 
and Peace have been offered, but we have to 
accept it to make it work”. May you know the 
love and peace that the Angel announced is 
for us all this Christmas time. 

With love from us all at your Parish Church. 
Reverend Richard Steven

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

Christmas Greetings from 
Herstmonceux Free Church!
Christmas Greetings from Herstmonceux 
Free Church! Thinking back to last year, we 
are so thankful for a more positive advent. 
We have loved meeting together again this 
year, and welcoming visitors into our Church 
family. There is still an air of uncertainty as 
we go into the Christmas season, but this 
community, the local school, the UK, and the 
world, remain in our prayers, as always.
We meet in person and on Zoom now so that 
we can include everyone. Do join, in person 
or virtually, our Carol Service at 4pm on 
Sunday 19 December.  
Zoom link on our website: 
herstmonceuxfreechurch.org.uk. 
Any questions, do ring Sylvia on 
07909644762.
Merry Christmas and God bless.

Liz Ford
“ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” Luke 2:14.

Vitality Villages
Vitality Villages sends best wishes for a very happy and healthy Christmas and 
New year to everyone. All of the projects: the community allotment, 
coffee mornings, singers, men’s shed are open and we look forward to 
welcoming existing members and new members in 2022.  
Contact Janet McInnes for more information on 01323 833306

The VIC
We are delighted that the Rural 
Community Support Society has 
been able to keep the Village 
Information Centre open since 
restrictions eased – and it has 
been great to welcome visitors 
again. Hearing Aid ‘surgeries’ 
restarted (normally the 2nd and 
4th Friday morning each month) 
and the meeting room is back in 
use. RCSS has provided grants 
to local organisations including 
Vitality Villages, Herstmonceux 
Cricket Club and Wartling 
Brownies. 

We wish everyone in Hertmonceux 
and the surrounding communities 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

The Windmill at Windmill Hill
Nine months ago the old sweeps were 
removed from the windmill and we miss 
seeing it in its full glory. Difficulties with 
supplies and winter weather will delay 
progress, but once we get to work, we hope 
to have the sweeps back by the summer. 
Many thanks to everyone who helped in so 
many ways to support this year’s wonderful 
local landmark – £1,000 raised for windmill 
funds. A very happy Christmas and a 
wonderful new year to all.

Sally Dickinson

Mega Explorers and Herstmonceux Church children’s  
activity group
Happy Christmas with lots of presents and lots of lovely things to do.
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Sussex Trugmaking must be one of the oldest crafts in the county, and 
Herstmonceux has been known as its centre of production for around two hundred 
years although there are records of trugmaking going back to the 1500s. 

If you’re new to the village you may not 
yet be familiar with this unassuming 
wooden basket used by the likes of 
Monty Don, Alan Titchmarsh and the 
Prince of Wales in their gardens and all 
made in this village!

Once an important if small industry, 
there were many makers based around 
here.  Some companies employed 
upwards of twenty people at busy 
times, some worked alone, there 
were part-timers and hobbyists. 
Families would muck in and help out 
in between other jobs. My children’s 
great grandfather was a chicken farmer 
who made trugs for his own use. Most 
of the trugmakers were related to each 
other and passed the trade down 
through the generations. If you talk to 
older members of the community you 
will invariably find a link to the craft in 
their past or at least reminiscences of 
the industry.  Lots of you will remember 
Reg Saunders, and for older residents 

remember Eddie Smith and Mollie 
Reed? Yes, ladies made trugs too.

So why and how did Herstmonceux 
become associated with this craft? Well 
for one thing we are surrounded by 
the materials that suit its manufacture, 
namely Sweet Chestnut and willow. 

One of the most best known makers 
was Thomas Smith, who found fame 
with his trugs after they were presented 
at the Great Exhibition of 1851 and 
admired by Queen Victoria. She ordered 
a consignment for her family and the 
story goes that Thomas walked all the 
way to Buckingham Palace with his 
trugs, all finished with silvered nails, 
trusting no-one else with his precious 
cargo. The rest, as they say, is history. 

The peak of the industry was around 
1900 by which time the Sussex Trug 
was the basket of choice for famers 
and gardeners in Sussex and Kent, 
while their fame had spread far 

beyond. On the farm trugs were used to 
harvest crops, measure feed and grain, 
collect eggs, pick flowers, carry logs and 
even stones. There are many shapes 
and sizes but the most recognisable is 
the ‘Common or Garden’ rectangular 
shape which comes in eleven sizes. 

The 1960s saw the development of 
the plywood trug made with imported 
birch but there remain a handful of 
makers determined to keep traditional 
trugmaking alive with the materials, 
tools and methods used for hundreds of 
years to hand craft a sustainable basket 
from locally sourced woods. A Sussex 
Trug can even be repaired. A trug is not 
just for Christmas, it is for life. 
Sarah Page  
The Truggery, Herstmonceux
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The Pharmacy
The team at Warwick + Radcliffe wish all readers a peaceful 
Christmas and a healthy 2022. These are still uncertain times, 
and I would like to offer something to reflect upon at this time 
of year.

What are days for?
Days are where we live
They come, they wake us.
Time and time over.
They are to be happy in:
Where can we live but days?

Philip Larkin wrote the poem ‘Days’ in 1967. The poem 
struggles with the difficult question of how we live our days. 
Certainly, the pandemic has seen us all living our days in new 
and frustrating ways – but perhaps it has also provided the 
opportunity for many of us to think more closely about how 
we spend our days. What mindset do we approach them 
with? What activities do we fill them with? As Larkin writes: 
they are to be happy in. I hope your choices make your days 
happier places to be in.

Ian Wilkinson

HERSTMONCEUX – HOME OF THE SUSSEX TRUG
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