
Greetings all!
It’s been a long year hasn’t it. In March 
2020 we launched a helpline phone 
number for local people facing an 
unprecedented pandemic and its 
massive impact on every single person’s 
life. From calls to the helpline we 
marshalled a small army of volunteers 
and were able to make sure that no 
parishioner was without support through 
this hardest of times.

Now the odd ‘hello’ as we pass is at last 
more cheerful, we’ve all learnt to smile 
with our eyes over our facemasks, and 
courtesy and kindness have become 
second nature. But like everyone else I 
will take this opportunity to re-emphasise 
the need for vigilance in keeping 
yourselves and everyone else safe. 
Covid-19 is not disappearing from the 
headlines any time soon, much as we 
would love that! 
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CLERK’S CORNER 
Dear all
I hope you have been keeping well 
throughout our rather wet 2021 
Spring. As we move into life with less 
restrictions, we look forward to seeing 
more of our parishioners out and about 
a little more. This will understandably 
cause some level of anxiousness for 
some of you as you regain a sense of 
normality to your days. 
Let us continue our community 
mindedness towards each other as we 
move into brighter days ahead. Jamie 
has been planting some wildflowers 
along the new footpath in the Rec and is 
eagerly waiting for these to appear. They 
should be flowering by June 21st when, 
hopefully, fi nal restrictions are eased, 
and we can all enjoy seeing them. 
Wishing you a very happy summer. 
Clare the Clerk

Meanwhile we can all look forward 
to a more open, shared summer. We 
will still fi nd plenty to grumble about 
of course (like potholes!), but we 
are also continually reminded of our 
gratitude to all the wonderful health 
and key workers, the local surgery and 
pharmacy, local businesses, the school, 
the churches and everyone else who 
has gone the extra mile. 

Some groups are already reporting 
reopening plans in this Newsletter, 
others will follow I’m sure. A couple of 
events to look forward to:

Sun 27th June: All Saints Summer 
Fair in the churchyard 2 – 4.30pm. Do 
drop in to see neighbours, browse stalls 
and games, and enjoy an aft ernoon out.

Fri 2nd July: Village Tea Party 
Herstmonceux Parish Council, 
Volunteers and local groups invite you 
to join us in the Village Hall from 
2 – 4pm. Come and meet up with 
friends and enjoy a cup of tea and a 
slice of cake!

Stop press 
Sun 18th July Village Picnic on the Rec. 
All welcome. Details to follow

With our best wishes
Pippa and the Team



OUR WINDMILL
We fi rst hear of a windmill at Windmill Hill in the 1820s in the Sussex 
Weekly Advertiser 

“ To be sold by auction…at the Woolpack Inn… 
A large well-built Post Windmill...Situate at 
Herstmonceux...built in 1814”.

The Beeny family were associated with the mill until 1872, their name 
carved into the woodwork. The Hammond brothers owned the mill next, 
but in the 1890s the sweeps were removed and milling continued using 
a steam engine until about 1913. Then sadly the windmill decayed for 
many decades until in 1993 new owners Paul and Bee Frost started work 
to save it. 

The Windmill Hill Windmill Trust (WHWT) was formed to restore and 
maintain the mill. Its condition was poor by this time, but in 2001 
the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded a grant of £570,000 towards the 
restoration! The WHWT raised an additional £200,000 and in 2003 
restoration work began, with the windmill opened to the public in 2006. 
A second grant helped to restore the milling machinery by 2016 — but by 
2020 it was clear that the old sweeps needed replacing too. The windmill 
now looks rather naked while new sweeps are built to the same pattern 
and, we hope, fi tted later in 2021. 

Meanwhile the views from the top are still fantastic, and the mill will be 
open again to visitors on Sundays and Bank Holidays from 27th June 
to 30th August. 

Latest info on our website/Facebook page.

Sally Dickinson
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Above left  to right: 
The windmill in the late nineteenth 
century, late twentieth century (1993), 
and in 2016.



HERSTMONCEUX COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
Strawberry Field, Windmill Hill is changing as Herstmonceux CLT moves 
closer to building homes aimed at local people. Eight will be sold to 
fi nance the project, four will be shared ownership to assist those with 
lower income or deposit, and fi ve will be retained in perpetuity by the 
CLT for rent to those with local family or residence connections.

Recognition is due to Joe Ayres who owned Strawberry Field and has 
supported the vision of CLT community homes during our four years 
of planning. For around 50 years the site grew strawberries and yes, 
became known as Strawberry Field. The CLT hopes to recognise that 
history and will apply to Wealden DC for Strawberry Field to be the 
development’s address. We would welcome local support for this.

Preparatory activity included an archaeological survey, installation of 
dormice nest boxes in hedgerows and starting to remove old leylandii 
trees along the public footpath. Now with detailed design, land purchase 
and fi nance in place we have chosen a main contractor emphasising 
cost control, site management, community information and access to the 
on-site public footpath. 

Work should start in July 2021 with a build time of 12 months. In 
cooperation with the main contractor, we will keep the community 
fully updated. Do follow us on www.community21.org – entering 
HerstmonceuxCLT in the search box. Please consider supporting the 
CLT by purchasing a £1 membership share. 

Email Herstmonceuxclt@gmail.com for more information.
Alan McInnes, Chairman

HERSTMONCEUX 
CASTLE ESTATE
OPEN FOR VISITORS
As lockdown eases, don’t forget 
our local attraction! Herstmonceux 
Castle Estate is open every day. 
The gardens look great, there are 
woodland walks, a new children’s 
area, and a rope maze in the 
extensive grounds.

Visitors to the Estate have 
increased every week, the stunning 
swathes of Bluebells have fi nally 
awoken and it has been great to 
see a real mix of visitors, ranging 
from fi rst time family groups to 
season ticket holders, who now 
number over 400. 

Remember, if you are a resident 
of Herstmonceux, Wartling, Bodle 
Street or Magham Down you can 
buy a discounted annual visitor 
pass. 

More on 
www.herstmonceux-castle.com 

OBSERVATORY SCIENCE 
CENTRE
OPEN FOR VISITORS
The Observatory Science Centre is now 
open on Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays and every day during half term. 
Due to current Covid-19 restrictions 
visitor numbers are limited. 

Please pre-book via 
www.the-observatory.org 

Left  and below: 
Our fi eld with the 
strawberry selling hut 
still in place, and an 
artist’s impression 
of the houses to be 
built. 

Does anyone have 
an old photo of the 
strawberries in situ 
please?
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1st Herstmonceux Scouts are 
delighted to be back at our scout 
site where we are working on some 
improvements, hoping to increase 
diversity of flora and fauna. We’re 
walking locally to learn about 
balancing agricultural activity and 
the ancient landscape, and how to 
manage these best for wildlife. If you’d 
like to join our happy band, to help 
us get our Cub Section running or to 
assist generally please email : 
Scouts@HerstmonceuxScouts.org.uk  
or call Jen Hortop, Scout leader on 
07915990854.

The RCSS, the Rural Community 
Support Society, is the charity that 
runs the much loved VIC (Village 
Information Centre) and is looking 
for new trustees to help it move 
forward in supporting the community 
of Herstmonceux and the surrounds. 
We are particularly seeking people 
with a business background. More 
information from herstmonceuxvic@
gmail.com

The RCSS also operates a small grant 
scheme to offer funding to local 
clubs, societies and organisations 
for projects that benefit local people. 
For application forms please email 
herstmonceuxvic@gmail.com. If 
you need financial support towards 
a project, or simply to get your 
organisation re-started after lockdown, 
please consider applying.

Vitality Villages is delighted to 
report some gradual re-openings with 
contacts below for each activity. At the 
Community Allotment members are 
busy preparing and planting despite 
the unpredictable weather.  
Janet, 01323 833306.

Coffee Mornings – we will be 
welcoming you to join us for a coffee, 
chat, and fun quiz at 10am on Monday 
20 September 2021 at Herstmonceux 
Village Hall as coffee mornings re-
start. Please note the change of 
venue! Sheila, 01323 833673

The Men’s Shed is open now for 
limited numbers. Two sessions are 
available from 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 
4.30pm. Alan, 01323 833306  
to check numbers.

The Singers are a very friendly 
informal group who hope to re-start 
later in the autumn. To join, do ring 
Laura on 07940 275611. And the 
Truggers, the group who maintain and 
improve access to the local footpath 
network, will restart soon too.  
Steve, 01323 833473 

BEWARE FRAUD  
This newsletter is designed to spread 
a little cheer, but so many of you are 
reporting concern about scams – by 
phone and text, that a few reminders 
about how to stay safe might be 
useful.  

Avoid engaging with cold callers 
trying to sell anything over the 
phone, including appliance cover and 
insurance products. It doesn’t feel 
polite but just hang up swiftly before 
you get reeled into a conversation.

Companies often pretend you already 
have a policy with them and offer to 
renew it cheaply. Others just go for the 
hard sell, often calling dozens of times 
a day, or they might claim you owe 
hundreds of pounds for a policy they 
say you signed up for. This can sound 
threatening, but the threats are hollow. 
These companies have absolutely no 
right to take money from you. The calls 
are best ignored and reported. 

Don’t trust any callers who ask you to 
share or ‘confirm’ payment or bank 
details, even if they say they’re from 
a brand you trust or you’re already 
one of their customers. Legitimate 
companies never unexpectedly call 
you to ask for personal or banking 
details. And mail and courier 
companies never text asking for 
payment in order to deliver.

You can report concerns to our friendly 
local Police on 101 and to Trading 
Standards.  Both commend call-
blocking device trueCall, which blocks 
and deters cold calling while letting 
family and friends straight through. 

Please continue to be vigilant and 
help make friends and family aware 
by sharing these warnings. If you have 
nowhere to turn, do call the Helpline 
and we will try to assist.

Hello from 1st Wartling Brownies!!!  
We still have lots of fun meeting over 
Zoom, playing games and quizzes, 
and look forward to welcoming back 
our girls after this time apart. We 
can’t wait to re-start our Brownie 
adventures in 2021 with friends old 
and new!! 

Love Karolyn AKA Brown Owl

THANKS
Thanks to Wealden District Council for 
all their support for our Emergency 
Response and Volunteer activity.

See you again before Christmas!


